impressive Christian basilica on the seashore (Contenau 1920) but, because of World War I, further work on the site was abandoned. It was not until shortly before the civil war in Lebanon (1975 Lebanon ( -1990 ) that work resumed. Between spring and autumn of 1975, Lebanese archaeologist Roger Saidah, commissioned by the Directorate General of Antiquities, conducted excavation work there. He was able to uncover a large part of the late antique residential quarter, which adjoined the basilica to the west. This work, however, was also interrupted and remains unpublished (Saidah 1977) .
Adding to this series of misfortunes adversely affecting archaeological preservation of the site at Jiyeh, the basilica was once again accidentally uncovered by local inhabitants searching for sand to use for building in [1988] [1989] . As a result, the floor was exposed to the elements; however, due to the intervention of local authorities, at least a part of the mosaics in the church were saved and are now housed at the Beiteddine Palace Museum. Most recently, the construction of a tourist center, financed by private investment, has threatened the site. The importance of Porphyreon to the history of the Phoenician coast has underscored the urgency for learning as much as possible about it before it is further destroyed. Accordingly, a Polish-Lebanese archaeological expedition began excava- Those interested in the history of Lebanon are well acquainted with the book series written by Nina Jidejian about Phoenician cities, presenting their history over the course of thousands of years. 1 This series was based upon archaeological research conducted in Lebanon over the course of many years but was concentrated mainly on urban settlements. Due to the role played by cities in Phoenician history, such an approach is understandable. However, there is almost a complete lack of information on the hinterlands that were closely linked to the ancient cities politically, economically, and culturally. Research on these types of settlements is essential because it not only garners additional information about the cities themselves but also allows for a more precise understanding of how they functioned in a wider settlement context. These are exactly the aims of the Polish-Lebanese excavations.
The archaeological site is located in a bay, which is some 2 km wide, between Beirut and Sidon ( Fig. 1) . Located 14 km to the south, Sidon was the principal metropolis linked to the smaller settlement located in Jiyeh, as indicated by the written sources. Jiyeh was first mentioned in a Neo-Assyrian inscription of Esarhaddon (first half of the seventh century BC) under the name Gi-', which sounds very much like the modern toponym (Borger 1956: 48, episode 5, col. 3:1-7) . During the Persian period, it is mentioned by Pseudo-Scylax in his periplus (a document describing the sea route around the Mediterranean and Black Sea) composed around the middle of the fourth century BC (Periplus 104). It was in this source, that the Greek name Porphyreon appears. This toponym could be associated with the production of purple dye for which Phoenicia was famous, even though none of the finds from Jiyeh have confirmed this assumption so far.
In the second century BC, Porphyreon is mentioned by the Greek historian Polybius, who described the course of events of one of the battles of the so-called Syrian Wars which took place near the village in 218 BC between the armies of the Ptolemies and the Seleucids (Hist. 5.68-69). The last ancient source that mentions the site is the account of the anonymous Pilgrim of Bordeaux, who around the year 333 AD, on his way to Jerusalem, passed by "mutatio [referring to a stopover or changing station] Parphirion" (Stewart 1882: 18, 21; cf. also Lipiński 2004: 20-21, 289 , with further references).
The Iron Age and Persian-Period Settlements at Jiyeh
All of the ancient sources described above, though written at different points in time, correspond to the archaeological record as revealed in the most recent excavations. The Greco-Roman past of the site is much in evidence and, not surprisingly, the best preserved settlement at present is the latest one dating to the early Byzantine period. 2 Intriguing remains of an earlier Iron Age occupation were found in small test trenches reaching a depth of 4 m. (Fig. 2 ). This appears to be the earliest level of occupation at Jiyeh, but it has only been partially identified in the small probes. The scant area excavated does not allow an extrapolation of the layout of any particular building (Fig. 3) . However, a characterization of the building techniques used during this period is possible.
The walls, about 50 to 60 cm wide, were constructed with medium-sized, unworked conglomerate sandstone known as ramleh, without any use of lime mortar (Fig. 4) . These walls were erected directly either on the bedrock or on archaeological layers resting on sterile sand. This indicates that even at the beginnings of the settlement's history, the terrain was topographically diverse, which in later centuries would have a clear influence on how the buildings were structured. Ceramic vessels imported from Cyprus or produced in Phoenicia were found in this level (the so-called Black-on-Red Ware and Red Slip Ware or Phoenician Fine Ware) (Wicenciak 2012: 447) . They place the beginning of the settlement in Jiyeh in the eighth-seventh centuries BC, after which the site was probably abandoned.
During the Persian period, reoccupation of the site occurred (second half of the sixth to the second half of the fourth centuries BC), and new buildings were erected using different construction techniques than those used in earlier periods. The buildings are characterized by pillars made of stone ashlars, between which small fragments of broken rocks were placed. This type of masonry, typical for this period, is encountered mainly in Phoenician settlements (Elayi 1996) . The floors connected to these walls are made of beaten earth or, less often, of stone pavement. Like the Iron Age occupation, this settlement phase has not been comprehensively investigated because only a limited surface area has been delineated. In all probability, however, the majority of the buildings were residential as indicated by the material finds, mainly ceramic vessels. Nevertheless, it is possible that a sanctuary (shrine) existed in this part of the site as evidenced by four terracotta female protomai, probably representing goddesses (Fig. 5) .
In Phoenicia, these representations are known from various temples and their immediate vicinity (Culican 1975 (Culican -1976 Stern 1976: 115-16) . However, the largest corpus of such terracotta figures comes from Greek archaic sanctuaries (Croissant 1983 ). The Greek model of feminine protomai was certainly influenced by older Levantine traditions going back to at least as early as the Iron Age. Evidence of contacts (even indirect) with the Greek world is also suggested by the presence of imported Black Gloss pottery. This pottery, well represented at Levantine Phoenician urban sites, influenced indigenous types and later replaced local production (Elayi 1988) .
The imported vessels from Jiyeh indicate that smaller Phoenician towns benefitted from functional goods of higher quality acquired through trade with the Greek world. Nonetheless, during this period, there is still a predominance of regional pottery in assemblages, including red slip bowls produced in southern Phoenicia, and the so-called Phoenician jars used for the storage and transportation of food products (Wicenciak 2012: 447-48) . It is also worth noting that two coins of Straton I, king of Sidon, also known as 'Abd'ashtart I, indicate that coinage was used in the settlement as early as the fourth century BC. However, it is still too early-due to the scant amount of such finds-to discuss the role it might have played in the local economy.
Porphyreon in the Hellenistic Period
There is nothing to indicate that the transition from the Persian to the Hellenistic period, after the conquest of Phoenicia by Alexander the Great, was a violent one. It appears that part of the earlier buildings continued to be used without any significant reconstructions, except perhaps for a raising of the floors with a mixture of lime and earth. Examples of superstructures made of stone ashlars on top of the Persian walls are encountered during this period, as well as new walls constructed with this same type of building material.
Even though no lime mortar was used in these buildings, some do bear evidence of plastering. Similar changes in building techniques as well as traces of continuity with the earlier architectural traditions during the Hellenistic period were also observed in the excavations conducted during the 1990s in Beirut (Aubert 2001 (Aubert -2002 Perring 2007: 97) . The majority of the buildings in Jiyeh dated to this period are, most probably, residential. However, we may also be dealing with structures of a different nature. This is evidenced by a building only partially uncovered with exceptionally thick wall bases made of ashlars arranged in a masonry pattern not encountered elsewhere on the site (Fig. 6) .
From the perspective of the ceramic material, there is a gradual increase since the third century BC in imports from Campania, Attica, and Rhodes in place of Levantineproduced tableware. The only exception is the so-called Eastern Sigillata A, produced in the vicinity of Antioch, which continued to stream into Jiyeh until the first half of the second century AD. From the end of the third or late second century BC, the production of amphorae and domestic vessels is well evidenced at the site by a pottery workshop established in the vicinity of its northern limit. The vessels produced combined elements of both local and Greek traditions. The distribution of localtype amphorae with their contents was limited to lands placed directly under the administrative control of Sidon (Wicenciak 2012: 450; 2014: 104-13) . Vessel shapes produced in Jiyeh have very good parallels to nearby Beirut as well as partly in Sidon, even though the pottery from the latter city is still not yet very well studied. This suggests a kind of standardization of craft production at neighboring settlements.
In comparison to the previous Persian period, coins became much more common in Jiyeh during the Hellenistic period. Both those minted by the Ptolemaic dynasty and those made by the Seleucids were used. Taking into consideration the relatively small number of excavated buildings, finding over 30 coins indicates that they became a common means of payment in the settlement's economy. Greek-style painted steles, which in the Phoenician area have, heretofore, only been encountered in the necropoleis of Sidon, are also found at Jiyeh (Fig. 7) . This tradition was most probably introduced by Greek mercenaries during the third and second centuries BC (Gwiazda forthcoming).
Another object suggesting outside cultural influences is a high-quality marble relief representing the Egyptian god Horus in the form of a falcon (Fig. 8) . The presence of this object, dated to the third century BC, is a testimony to a time when southern Phoenicia-including Jiyehwas dependent on Ptolemaic Egypt, before the situation changed following the battle of Panium, which was won by the Seleucids in 200 BC. It is interesting to note that the period of the reign of the Syrian kings over Phoenicia coincided in Jiyeh with increased activity in the potters' workshops. A similar economic boom during this period has also been established in nearby Beirut as well as in other parts of Syro-Palestine (Aubert 2007: 16; Lund 1993: 39) .
The Roman Period and the Continuation of the Settlement
In the southern part of the village, there are few traces of human occupation. Despite the presence of pottery as well as a scant number of coins, no obvious traces of new construction have been found. It is possible that the settlement was very limited in these parts of the site or, to a certain extent, was a continuation of the Late Hellenistic phase. The production of ceramic vessels during the Early Roman period was located in the same place as during the previous period, that is, near the northern border of the settlement. There was, however, a partial modification of the repertoire of vessel shapes, which should be linked to the increasing influence of Roman traditions.
During the Roman period, the northern necropolis was enriched with rock-cut loculi tombs. Such tomb types are closely connected to Phoenician traditions going back to the Persian period (Tal 2003: 288-307) . A group of stone sarcophagi decorated with garlands tied to disks held in the mouths of lion protomai date also to this period (Fig. 9) . Another group of sepulchral monuments encompasses the so-called cippi (small stone columns) which were, most probably, symbolic indicators of burial places. Both these and the aforementioned sarcophagi are exceptional due to their shape and decorations. Analogous monuments are present exclusively in necropoleis located around Sidon (Gwiazda forthcoming). Traces of simple painted decorations with floral and geometric motifs have been preserved in some tombs.
The presence of such decorations, characteristic of tombs from Roman Phoenicia, reflects the older tradition of attaching greater importance to the tombs' interior decorations and their furnishings. This differentiates the Jiyeh tombs from the tradition of tombs with richly ornamented façades, widespread in Syro-Palestine during the Hellenistic and Roman period (Avigad 1950 (Avigad -1951 McKenzie 1990) . Additionally, another type of tomb, made of structures built with stone ashlars, was uncovered at the necropolis of Jiyeh. These tombs consisted of at least two levels. The lower one had rectangular compartments for the deposition of the dead, who were sealed with cover slabs, creating a walking surface on the upper level (Fig. 10) . Tombs of this type are also encountered during the second century AD in Beirut and Tyre (Jong 2010: 621-22) .
The scarcity of finds dated to the period between the second half of the second century AD to at least the middle of the fourth century AD may suggest a temporary abandonment of the village. This might have been reduced to certain parts of the site. Indeed, in nearby Beirut, new archaeological research demonstrates that parts of the building process came to a standstill in some neighborhoods during that same period, while other parts of the town have provided evidence of obvious continuity in construction activity (Perring, Reynolds, and Thorpe 2003: 211-12) .
A Residential and Religious Area from the Early Byzantine Period
Even though the anonymous Pilgrim of Bordeaux mentioned Porphyreon in AD 333 as he passed by it, no buildings dated to this period have been uncovered by the Polish-Lebanese team. However, archaeological records indicate that the residential area (Quarter D) was in use at the end of the fourth or the beginning of the fifth century AD (Fig. 11) . Perhaps the explanation of this discrepancy lies in the hypothesis that in the first half of the fourth century, occupation was focused on another part of the village, while the southern part of the settlement, still under excavation, witnessed only a later and more gradual development.
The building layout in this area is dense and irregular (Fig. 12) . The sewage system underneath the streets collected the water from the rooftops through ceramic rainwater pipes connected to the residential buildings. This system, implemented in one phase, attests to a certain level of self-organization within the village during this period. Its construction must have necessitated some kind of agreement reached between the inhabitants of many different buildings.
The uncovered residential architecture is characterized by the presence of small vestibules with stairways allowing passage to subsequent rooms on the ground floor, as well as to higher levels. Fragments of decorated mosaics, obviously fallen down from upper levels, indicate that these were multi-storied houses. In most cases, the walls were about 48 cm wide. They were mostly built with stone ashlars set using the header-and-stretcher bond, which made use of large amounts of lime mortar. Their internal and external faces were covered with various types of plaster (Fig. 13) .
Within the excavated quarter, no traces of installations have been encountered that could be linked to craft production or a food-processing industry. Thus, it seems that this part of the settlement was primarily of a residential nature. The owners of the buildings or the tenants of apartments commuted daily to work most probably in other parts of the settlement or beyond it. The existence within these houses of a relatively high amount of lead weights for fishing nets indicate that fishermen, among other groups, lived here. Production waste connected to the glass-making industry indicates that such craftwork was also conducted within the settlement. It is also possible that people involved in wine production lived there. Indeed, elements of a wine press were uncovered during the construction of a tourist center in the northern part of the site. Loose elements of furnishings for oil presses, such as counterweights and hemispheric crushers for grinding olives, were also found scattered around the site. Perhaps the amphorae produced locally during this period were used precisely for the transportation of processed food, such as wine and olive oil. One has to remember that the nearby cities of Sarepta, Byblos, and Tyre were renowned during Roman times and late antiquity for their wonderful locally produced wine (Pliny, Nat. Hist., 14.9.74; cf. also Waliszewski 2014: 195) .
West of the residential sector, one of the largest Christian basilicas in coastal Phoenicia was discovered (Fig. 14) . It had three naves, the walls of which were covered with white plaster, paintings, and marble revetments. The majority of the floors were covered with mosaics decorated using geometric and figural motifs (Fig. 15) . The floor mosaics contained Greek inscriptions that included, among other things, chronological information. The earliest of these is dated to AD 477, written down according to the method of time recording used in Sidon (Abou Diwan 2014: 153-54) . Making use of the local era of Sidon indicates that Jiyeh functioned within the territorial sphere of this metropolis, demarcated by both secular and religious administrative borders.
The large amounts of imports originating from various parts of the Mediterranean, including ceramic vessels (Phocean Red Slip Ware from the eastern Aegean, the so-called Cypriot Red Slip Ware from southern Asia Minor, African Red Slip Ware from modern-day Tunisia, and Egyptian Red Slip Ware), roof tiles (most probably from Cyprus and southern Asia Minor), but also marble (breccia coralina from Bithynia, cipolino verde from Euboea, giallo antico from modern-day Tunisia, pavonazetto from Phrygia, serpentino verde from Laconia, and verde antico from Thessaly) indicate that the settlement had participated in a highly developed trade network, extending far beyond the region (Fig. 16) . Some of these products may also have reached the village via the urban markets at Sidon or Beirut. The decisive factors in their acquisition were, obviously, the location of the settlement on the Levantine coast and the relative prosperity of its inhabitants.
The end of the ancient settlement at Jiyeh is yet to be investigated. The latest discovered ceramic vessels and coins are dated to the seventh century AD. In the archaeological record connected to the last settlement phase, it is hard to find any traces of violent events which could be connected to the Persian or Arabic conquests during the first half of the seventh century. The settlement seems to have been abandoned, while its remains, such as the column pedestals, shafts, and capitals from the church, were used in the construction of the local mosque a few centuries later. Traditions connected to the prophet Jonah have continued until the present day.
Conclusion
From at least the Hellenistic period, Jiyeh was part of the economic infrastructure of Sidon. This is indicated by the developed production of ceramic vessels, including amphorae used for the storage and transportation of wine or olive oil. This differentiates it clearly from the nearby village of Chhim (see pp. 372-95 in this issue), where no traces of pottery production have been encountered thus far. Therefore, the basis of the economic livelihood of Jiyeh was a mixture of craft production and agriculture. In this way, a more balanced economic system was established, supporting not only Sidon's productions but also satisfying the needs of the settlements farther inland from the city. Steles, cippi, and sarcophagi, for which the best analogies can be found in the necropoleis of Sidon, also indicate the strong ties between Jiyeh and the nearby metropolis. In light of these observations, it seems that Jiyeh was more strongly connected culturally and economically with Sidon than with the nearby village of Chhim. Both these rural archaeological sites (Jiyeh and Chhim) show to what extent seemingly similar settlements located within the sphere of the same ancient city (Sidon) could be different in terms of their economic model, size, trade network, or even traditions of constructing buildings. Their geographic location, access to land and sea transportation routes, and agricultural terrains seem to have been decisive factors in their development.
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